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Food Safety and Inspection Service, USDA § 311.31 

§ 311.26 Emaciation. 
Carcasses of livestock too emaciated 

to produce wholesome meat, and car-
casses which show a serous infiltration 
of muscle tissues, or a serous or mu-
coid degeneration of the fatty tissue, 
shall be condemned. A gelatinous 
change of the fat of the heart and kid-
neys of well-nourished carcasses and 
mere leanness shall not be classed as 
emaciation. 

[35 FR 15569, Oct. 3, 1970; 36 FR 11903, June 23, 
1971] 

§ 311.27 Injured animals slaughtered 
at unusual hours. 

When it is necessary for humane rea-
sons to slaughter an injured animal at 
night or on Sunday or a holiday when 
the inspector cannot be obtained, the 
carcass and all parts of all livestock 
except for cattle shall be kept for in-
spection, with the head and all viscera 
except the stomach, bladder, and intes-
tines held by the natural attachments. 
If all parts are not so kept for inspec-
tion, the carcass shall be condemned. 
If, on inspection of a carcass slaugh-
tered in the absence of an inspector, 
any lesion or other evidence is found 
indicating that the animal was sick or 
diseased, or affected with any other 
condition requiring condemnation of 
the animal on ante-mortem inspection, 
or if there is lacking evidence of the 
condition which rendered emergency 
slaughter necessary, the carcass shall 
be condemned. The parts and carcasses 
of cattle slaughtered in the absence of 
an inspector shall not be used for 
human food. 

[35 FR 15569, Oct. 3, 1970, as amended at 69 FR 
1874, Jan. 12, 2004] 

§ 311.28 Carcasses of young calves, 
pigs, kids, lambs, and foals. 

Carcasses of young calves, pigs, kids, 
lambs, and foals are unwholesome and 
shall be condemned if (a) the meat has 
the appearance of being water-soaked, 
is loose, flabby, tears easily, and can be 
perforated with the fingers; or (b) its 
color is grayish-red; or (c) good mus-
cular development as a whole is lack-
ing, especially noticeable on the upper 
shank of the leg, where small amounts 
of serous infiltrates or small edema-
tous patches are sometimes present be-

tween the muscles; or (d) the tissue 
which later develops as the fat capsule 
of the kidneys is edematous, dirty yel-
low, or grayish-red, tough, and 
intermixed with islands of fat. 

§ 311.29 Unborn and stillborn animals. 
All unborn and stillborn animals 

shall be condemned and no hide or skin 
thereof shall be removed from the car-
cass within a room in which edible 
products are handled. 

§ 311.30 Livestock suffocated and hogs 
scalded alive. 

All livestock which have been suffo-
cated in any way and hogs which have 
entered the scalding vat alive shall be 
condemned. 

§ 311.31 Livers affected with 
carotenosis; livers designated as 
‘‘telangiectatic,’’ ‘‘sawdust,’’ or 
‘‘spotted.’’ 

(a) Livers affected with carotenosis 
shall be condemned. 

(b) Cattle livers and calf livers show-
ing the conditions sometimes des-
ignated as ‘‘telangiectatic,’’ ‘‘saw-
dust,’’ or ‘‘spotted’’ shall be disposed of 
as follows: 

(1) When any or all of the conditions 
are slight in the organ, the whole 
organ shall be passed for human food 
without restriction. 

(2) When any or all of the conditions 
are more severe than slight and involve 
less than one-half of the organ, while 
in the remainder of the organ the con-
ditions are slight or nonexistent, the 
remainder shall be passed for human 
food without restriction and the other 
portion shall be condemned. 

(3) When any or all of the conditions 
are more severe than slight and involve 
one-half or more of the organ, the 
whole organ shall be condemned. 

(4) The divisions of an organ into two 
parts as contemplated in this para-
graph for disposition, shall be accom-
plished by one cut through the organ. 
This, of course, does not prohibit inci-
sions which are necessary for inspec-
tion. 

(c) ‘‘Telangiectatic,’’ ‘‘sawdust,’’ or 
‘‘spotted’’ livers and parts of livers 
which are condemned for human food 
may be shipped from an official estab-
lishment for purposes other than 
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